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An  Act  to  provide  for  the  regulation  of  cinemas  in  West  Bengal. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  lo  provide  for  Ihe  regulation  of  cinemas  in 
West  Bengal; 

It  is  hereby  enacted  in  the  Fifth  Year  of  the  Republic  of  India,  by  the 
Legislature  of  West  Bengal,  as  follows:— 

1.  (1)  This  Actmay  be  called  the  West  Bengal  Cinemas  (Regulation) 
Acl,  1954. 

(2)  It  extends  to  the  whole  of  West  Bengal. 

(3)  It  shall  come  into  force:  on  such  date  as  the  Slate  Government 
may,  by  notification  in  the  Official  Gazette,  appoint. 

2.  In  this  Act,  unless  there  is  anything  repugnant  in  the  subject  or 
context, — 

,(al)  "Bengali  film"  means  a film  certified  lo  be  in  Bengali 
language  for  public  exhibition  under  any  law  for  the  time 
being  in  force; 

(a)  "Calcutta"  means  the  town  of  Calcutta  as  defined  in  the 
Calcutta  Police  Acl,  1866,  together  with  the  suburbs  of 
Calcutta  as  defined  by  notification  under  section  1 of  the 
Calcutta  Suburban  Police  Acl,  1 866; 

(b)  "cinematogTaph’‘includesanyapparalusforlherepresenLation 
of  moving  pictures  or  series  of  pictures; 


'For  Statement  of  Objects  and  Reasons,  see  the  Calcutta  Gazette,  Extraordinary,  dated 
the  20lh  August.  1956,  Part]  VA,  page  1 168;  for  proceedings  of  the  West  Bengal  Legislative 
Assembly , rec  i he  proceed  mgs  o I"  th  e mee  ti  ngs  of  the  West  B cngal  Lcgi  si  ati  vc  Asse  mbly  held 
on  the  1 3 [hand  14  th  September,  1954:  and  for  proceedings  of  the  West  Bengal  Legislative 
Council,  see  ihe  proceedings  of  the  meeting  of  the  West  Bengal  Legislative  Council  held  on 
the  20lh  September,  1954. 

This  A clwas  bro  ught  into  force  wi  th  c ffecl  from  t he  1 si  Fcbru  ary , 1 955 , Wt/c  No  ti  fi  catio  n 
No.  580P.,  dated  the  20th  January,  1955,  published  in  the  Calcutta  Gazelle,  Extraordinary, 
dated  the  20th  January,  1955,  Part  I,  page  45. 

-'Clause  (a  1 ) was  inserted  bys , 2(a)  o rthc  West  Bengal  Cine  mas  (Rcgulaiion)(Amendmenl) 
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( Sections  3-5.) 

(c)  “District  Magistrate’1  includes  a Deputy  Commissioner  and 
means,  in  relation  to  Calcutta,  the  Commissioner  of  Police, 
Calcutta; 

'(cc)  “film”  means  a cinematograph  film; 

(d)  “place’’  includes  a house,  building,  tent,  enclosure,  open 
space  and  any  description  of  transport,  whelher  by  land, 
walcr  or  air; 

(c)  “prescribed"  means  prescribed  by  rules  made  under  this  Act; 
(f)  “a  public  exhibition”  means  an  exhibition  to  which  persons 
are  admitted  on  payment. 

3.  (I)  Save  as  otherwise  provided  in  this  Act,  no  person  shall  give 
a public  exhibition  by  means  of  a cinematograph  elsewhere  titan  in  a place 
in  respect  of  which  a licence  has  been  granted  under  this  Act  or  otherwise 
[hurt  in  compliance  with  any  conditions  or  restrictions  imposed  by  such 
licence, 

(2)  The  State  Government  may,  if  it  considers  it  necessary  to  do  so. 
make  an  order  for  regulating  exhibitions  other  than  public  exhibitions  and 
prescribe  -rules  and  conditions  for  the  purpose. 

4.  Theaulhorityhavingpo  wer  log  rant  licen  ces  (here  i n af ter  referred 
to  as  the  licen  sing  aulhorily)  shall  be  the  District  Magistrate  within  whose 
jurisdiction  the  place,  where  the  exhibitions  by  means  of  cinematograph 
arc  proposed  to  be  given,  is  situated; 

Provided  that  the  Slate  Government  may,  by  notification  in  the  Official 
Gazette,  constitute  for  the  whole  of  West  Bengal  or  any  part  thereof,  such 
other  aulhorily  as  it  may  specify  in  the  notification,  to  be  the  licensing 
authority  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act  and  on  such  a notification  being 
issued,  the  Di  s trie  t M agi  slrate  or  the  Di  s trie  t Magi  s trales  havi  ngj  uri  sd  ic  lion 
i n the  area  or  areas  in  respect  of  which  the  not  i fication  has  been  issued  shall 
cease  to  be  the  licensing  aulhorily  or  authorities  for  such  area  or  areas, 

5.  (1)  The  licensing  authority  shall  not  grant  a licence  under  this 
Act.  unless  it  is  satisfied  that — 

(a)  the  rules  made  under  litis  Act  have  been  substan  tially  complied 
with,  and 

1 C I a use  (cc)  was  inserted  bys.  2(b)  of  the  West  Bengal  Cinetnas(  Regu  lation)  (Amend  mem) 
Act,  1 989  (West  Ben.  Act  XVII  of  1989). 

-For  [he  order — 

(a)  made  under  s.  3 of  the  Ac.  for  regulating  exhibitions  other  than  public  exhibilions 
and  [he  prescription  of  rules  and  conditions  for  [he  purpose,  see  ihc  West  Bengal 
Cinemaiograph  (Regulation  of  Special  Exhibition)  Order,  1956,  published  by 
Order  No.  6130P.,  dated  [he  I Oth  August  1956,  in  die  Calcutta  Gazelle, 
Estraardinary.dmci the  lOllt  August,  1 956,  Part  I. pages  1 973-1976,  as  subsequently 
■amended; 

(b)  made  under  s.  3 read  with  s,  9 of  the  Act,  called  the  West  Bengal  Cinematograph 
(Regulation  of  Private  Exhibition)  Order,  1958.  see  Order  No.  592UP,.  dated 
19.7.58,  published  in  the  Catcuiui  Gazette,  Extraordinary  of  1958,  Part  t, 
pages  2582-2584. 
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XXXIX  of  1954.] 


(Section  5.) 

(b)  the  prescribed  precautions  have  been  taken  in  the  place,  in 
respect  of  which  the  licence  is  to  be  given,  to  provide  for  the 
safety  of  persons  attending  exhibitions  therein: 

Provided  that  Lhe  licensing  authority  shall,  before  refusing  to  grant  a 
licence  under  this  Acl , give  the  appl  icani  an  opport  unity  of  showing  cause. 

(2)  Subject  to  the  control  of  the  State  Government,  the  licensing 
authority  may  grant  licences,  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  and  the  rules 
made  thereunder,  to  such  persons  as  that  authority  thinks  fit  and  on  such 
terms  and  conditions  and  subject  to  such  restrictions  as  it  may  determine 

i*  * * * * 

(3)  The  State  Government  may,  front  time  to  time,  issue  directions 
to  licensees  generally  or,  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  Slate  Government 
circumstances  so  justify,  to  any  licensee  in  particular,  for  the  purpose  of 
regulating  the  exhibition  of  any  Him  or  class  of  films  and  in  particular  the 
exhibition  of  scientific  films,  films  intended  for  educational  purposes, 
films  dealing  with  news  and  current  events,  documentary  films  or  films 
produced  in  India,  and  where  any  such  directions  have  been  issued,  those 
directions  shall  be  deemed  to  be  additional  conditions  and  restrictions 
subject  to  which  the  licence  has  been  granted. 

:(3A)  The  Slate  Government  may,  from  time  to  time,  prescribe 
gu  idel  i nes  for  fi  xalion  of  prices  of  ad  mission  to  places  of  public  exliibi  tmn 
of  cinematograph  films  and  for  classification  of  seats  in  such  places  by 
licensees,  and  it  shall  be  obligatory  for  licensees  to  comply  with  such 
guidelines. 

(4)  (a)  Any  person  aggrieved  by  an  order  of  a licensing  authority 
granting  or  refusing  to  grant  a licence  3[or  by  any  other  order  of  a licensing 
authority  which  is  declared  by  rules  made  under  this  Act  to  be  appealable] 
or  by  the  terms  and  conditions  on  which  or  the  restrictions  subject  to  which 
a licence  is  granted,  may.  within  such  lime  as  may  be  prescribed,  appeal — 

(i)  where  the  licensing  authority  is  the  District  Magistrate 
of  any  district, — to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Division 
comprising  such  district, 

(ii)  where  the  licensing  authority  is  the  Commissioner  of 
Police,  Calcutta, — to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Presidency  Division  in  West  Bengal,  and 

(iii)  in  any  other  case, — to  such  authority  as  the  State 
Government  may,  by  notification  in  [he  Official  Gazette, 
specify  in  tills  behalf; 

‘The  words  "ami  rhe  terms  and  conditions  laid  dawn  shall  include  the  prescribing  of  such 
prices  of  admission  as  the  licensing  authority  may  determine"  wen;  omitted  by  s,  2(a)  of  the 
West  Bengal  Cinemas  (Regulation)  (Amendment)  Act,  1992  (West  Ben,  Act  XIV  of  1992). 

-Sub-section  (3  A)  was  first  inserted  by  s.  3 of  lhe  West  Bengal  Cinemas  (Regulation) 
(Amendment)  Act,  1989  (West  Ben,  Acl  XVII  of  1989).  Later,  the  same  was  substituted  by 
s.  2(b)  of  the  West  Bengal  Cinemas  (Regulation)  (Amendment)  Acl.  1992  (West  Ben. 
Act  XIV  of  1992)  within  the  square  brackets. 

These  words  within  the  square  brackets  were  inserted  by  s.  2(1)  of  the  West  Bengal 
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(Section  6.) 

(b)  the  State  Government  may, — 

i*  * * * * * 

(ii)  of  its  own  motion  at  any  lime  revise, — 

any  order  passed  on  appeal  under  clause  (a),  or  any  order 
of  a licensing  auihority  3[from  which  an  appeal  lies 
under  clause  (a),  but  from  which  no  appeal  has  been 
preferred]; 

(c)  m>  order  shall  be  made  on  such  revision  without  giving  '[the 
licensee]  an  opportunity  of  being  heard; 

J(d)  (i)  anappcllaleauthoritywhilchearingappcal underclause 
(a),  or  Lhc  Stale  Government  while  revising  an  order 
under  clause  (b),  may,  by  order,  prohibit  any  action 
being  taken  oiube  order  under  appeal  or,  as  the  case  may 
be,  under  revision.or  stay  the  consideration  of  any  other 
application  in  connection  with  the  grant  of  a licence 
under  this  Act  or  may  pass  such  other  interlocutory 
order  as  it  may  think  just  and  convenient; 

(ii)  no  order  under  lhisclau.se  shall  be  made  without  giving 
all  persons  likely  to  be  affected  by  such  order  an 
opportunity  of  being  heard: 

Provided  that  where  the  circumstances  of  a case  are 
such  that  immediate  action  is  necessary,  an  appellate 
authority  or,  as  the  case  may  be,  the  State  Government 
may  make  any  such  order  under  this  clause  as  it  thinks 
fit,  with  notice  to  all  persons  affected  to  show  cause 
againstsuch  order  and  may  after  considering  the  cause, 
if  any , shown  by  such  persons , c ither  con  ft  mi  such  order 
or  vary  or  set  it  aside. 

6.  (1)  The  State  Government  in  respect  of  the  whole  of  West  Bengal 
or  any  part  thereof,  and  a District  Magistrate  in  respect  of  the  area  within 
his  jurisdiction,  may,  if  it  or  he  is  of  opinion  that  any  film  wliich  is  being 
publicly  exhibited  or  is  about  to  be  so  exhibited  islikely  to  cause  a breach 
of  the  peace,  by  order,  suspend  or  prohibit  the  exhibition  of  the  film  and 
during  such  suspension  or  prohibition  the  film  shall  not  be  exhibited  in  the 
Stale,  or  in  such  part  thereof  or  in  such  area,. as  the  case  may  be. 

'Sub-clause  (i)  of  clause  (b)  was  omitted  by  s.  2(a)  of  the  West  Bengal  Cinemas 
(Regulation)  (Amendment)  Act,  1976  (West  Ben.  Act  XL VI  of  1976). 

'These  words  within  the  square  brackets  were  substituted  for  the  words  "granting  or 
refuting  to  grant  a licence  or  determining  the  terms  mid  conditions  on  Which  or  the  restriction 
subject  to  which  a licence  is  g ruled,  where  no  appeal  has  been  preferred  under  clause  (a) 
from  such  order"  by  s.  2(2)  of  the  West  Bengal  Cinemas  (Regulation)  (Amendment)  Act. 
1965  (West  Ben.  Act  XIII  of  1965). 

-'The  words  within  the  square  brackets  were  substituted  for  the  words  “the  applicant  or 
the  licensee,  as  the  case  may  be",  by  s,  2(b)  of  the  West  Bengal  Cinema;  (Regulation) 
(Amendment)  Act.  1976  (West  Ben.  Act  XLVlof  1976). 

'Clause  (d)  was  added  by  s.  2(3)  of  the  West  Bengal  Cinemas  (Regulaiion)(Antcndment) 
Act.  1965  (West  Ben.  Act  XIII  of  1965). 
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XXXIX  of  1954.] 


(Sections  7-9.) 

t,  (2)  Where  an  order  under  sub-section  (1 ) has  been  issued  by  a District 

Magistrate,  a copy  1 here oF,  together  with  a statement  of  the  reasons 
therefor,  shall  forthwith  be  forwarded  by  the  District  Magistrate  to  the 
CommissioneroftheDivisioncomprisingthedislrictunderlhejurisdiction 
of  the  District  Magistrate  and  such  Commissioner  may  either  confirm  or 
discharge  the  order: 

Provided  that  before  confirming  any  such  order,  such  Commissioner 
shall  give  to  persons  prevented  from  exhibiting  the  film,  an  opportunity  of 
showing  cause  against  such  order, 

(3)  An  order  made  under  this  section  shall  remain  in  force  for  a period 
of  two  months  from  the  date  thereof,  butthe  Stale  Government  may,  in  the 
case  of  an  order  made  by  itself,  and  the  Commissioner  may,  in  the  case  of 
an  order  made  by  a District  Magistrate  and  confirmed  by  him,  if  it  or  he  is 
of  opinion  that  the  order  should  continue  in  force,  direct  that  the  period  of 
suspension  or  prohibition  shall  be  extended  by  such  further  period  or 
periods  as  it  or  he  thinks  fit. 

7.  If  the  owner  or  person  in  charge  of  a c i net  na  to  graph  uses  the 
same  or  allows  it  to  be  used  for  giving  an  exhibition,  or  if  the  owner  or 
occupier  of  any  place  permits  that  place  to  be  used,  in  contravention  of 
the  provisions  of  this  Act  or  of  the  rules  made  thereunder,  or  of  the 
conditions  and  restrictions  upon  or  subject  to  which  any  licence  has 
been  granted  under  this  Act,  he  shall  be  punishable  with  fine  which  may 
extend  to  one  thousand  rupees  and,  in  the  case  of  a continuing  offence, 
with  a further  fine  which  may  extend  to  one  hundred  rupees  for  each  day 
during  which  the  offence  continues. 

8.  Where  the  holder  of  a licence  under  this  Act  has  been  convicted 
xxxviiof  of  an  offence  under  section  7 of  (he  Cinematograph  Act,  1952,  or 

section  7 of  this  Act,  the  licence  may  be  revoked  by  ihe  licensing  authority . 

9.  (I)  The  State  Government  may,  by  notification  in  the  Official 
Gazette,  make  rules1  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions 
of  this  Act. 

(2)  In  particular  and  withoulprejudicc  to  the  generality  of  the  foregoing 
power,  rules  made  under  this  Act  may  provide  for — 

(a)  the  procedure  in  accordance  with  which  a licence  may  be 
obtained  and  the  terms,  conditions  and  restrictions,  if  any, 
subject  to  which  a licence  may  be  granted  under  this  Act; 


'Forthe  rules,  called  the  Wesl  Bengal  Cinemas  (Regulation  of  Public  Exhibitions)  Rules, 
1956.  made  in  exercise  of  the  power  conferred  by  this  section,  see  Notification  No.  6129P.. 
dated  the  10th  August,  1956,  published  in  ih&  Calcutta  Gazelle,  Extraordinary,  of  the  same 

A,\t,  D.n  I lUtoJOr")  ns  ^.iKcpoi^nllv  !fRV>nHrrt  firim  rime  trt  time 
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(Sections  10-14.) 

(b)  the  regulation  of  cinematograph  exhibitions  for  securing 
public  safely; 

(c)  the  time  within  which  and  llie  conditions  subject  to  which,  an 
appeal  under  clause  (a)  of  sub-section  (4)  of  section  5 or  an 
application  to  the  Slate  Government  for  revision  under  sub- 
clause  (i)  of  clause  (b)  of  that  sub-section  may  be  made; 

(d)  lhcproccdurcforappealsandrcvisionsundersub-scction(4) 
of  section  5; 

(e)  the  payment  of  fees  for  a licence  under  this  Act  or  for  a 

renewal  of  such  licence  or  for  an  appeal  under  clause  (a)  of 
sub-section  (4)  of  section  5 * * * * 


Power  io  10.  The  State  Government  may,  by  order  in  writing,  ^exempt,  subject 

< to  such  conditions  and  restrictions  as  it  may  impose,  any  cinematograph 

exhibition  orclassofcineinatograph  exhibitions  from  any  oftheprovisions 
of  this  Act  or  of  any  rules  made  thereunder. 
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11.  No  suit  or  proceeding  shall  lie  against  the  Slate  Government  ami 
no  suit,  prosecution  orproceedingshall  lieagainslanyofficerofGovemment 
for  anything  in  good  faith  done,  or  intended  to  be  done,  under  this  Act  or 
any  rules  made  thereunder. 


12.  Any  fees  realised  or  purported  to  have  been  realised  in  respect  of 
licences  or  renewals  thereof  granted  under  the  Cinematograph  Act,  191 83, 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  always  been  validly  realised. 


It  of  1918. 


Repeat.  13.  So  much  of  the  Cinematograph  Act,  19 18, 3 as  applies  to  West 

Bengal,  is  hereby  repealed. 
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J14.  Notwithstanding  ainything  contained  in  any  other  law  or  in  this 
Act  or  in  the  rules  made  under  this  Act  or  in  the  licence, — 

(a)  a licence  which  was  granted  or  purports  to  have  been  granted, 
under  the  Cinematograph  Act,  1918,  or 

(b)  a licence  which  was  granted  under  that  Act  and  purports  to 
have  been  renewed  under  this  AcL  but  in  the  form  provided 
under  that  Act,  or 


'The  words,  bracked,  figure  and  Idler  "or  for  on  application  Tor  revision  under  sub- 
dause(i)  of  clause  (b)  or  ihai  su  b-sccii  on"  were  amitiod  by  s.  3 of  ihc  West  Bengal  Cine  mas 
(Regulation)  (Amendment)  Aa.  1976  (West  Ben.  Art  XLV1  of  1976). 

:For  Order  exempting  from  the  provisions  of  i he  Act  all  cinematograph  exhibitions  held 
by  the  Mobile  Audio-Visual  Uniis  maintained  and  sponsored  by  ibis  Government,  see 
Notification  No,  9520P,,  dared  [9.1 1. S3,  published  in  the  Calcutta  (Sazelle  of  19S8,  Part  I. 
pogc  3690. 

3The  Cinematograph  Act,  19 IS  (II  or  19 IS),  was  repealed  and  rc-enacrcd  by  the 
Cinematograph  Act,  1952  (XXXVlt  of  1952). 

* Section  14  WttS  inserted  with  retrospective  effect  by  s.  2 of  the  West  Bengal  Cinemas 
(Kc  dilution)  fAmcndmenit  Arr  ITOiw™q., 
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XXXIX  of  1954.] 


( Section  15.) 

(c)  a licence  which  purports  to  have  been  granted  under  this  Act, 
but  in  the  form  provided  under  that  Act,  shall  be  deemed,  for 
all  purposes,  to  have  been  granted  under  this  Act  and  the 
conditions  and  restrictions  prescribed  by  the  rules  under  this 
Act  shall,  until  a new  licence  is  granted  under  litis  Act  and  the 
rules  made  thereunder,  be  deemed  to  have  been  incorporated 
in  such  licence: 

Provided  that  the  licensing  authority  may  grant  time,  or 
extend  the  lime  so  granted,  for  compliance  with  any  such 
condition  or  restriction. 

'15.  Notwithstanding  anything  contained  in  any  other  law  or  in  this 
Act  or  in  the  rules  made  under  this  Act  or  in  the  license,  a license  granted 
or  renewed  under  the  Bihar  Cinemas  (Regulation)  Act,  1954  shall  be 
deemed  for  all  purposes  to  have  been  granted  or  revewed  under  this  Act 
and  the  conditions  and  restrictions  prescribed  by  the  rules  under  this  Act 
shall,  until  a new  license  is  granted  under  this  Act,  be  deemed  to  have  been 
incorporated  in  such  license: 

Provided  chat  the  licensing  authority  may  grant  time,  orextend  the  time 
so  granted,  for  compliance  with  any  such  condition  or  restriction. 


Transitional 
provisions 
Tor  licenses 
under  Bihar 
Act. 


'This  Act  was  ex tended  to  the  transferred  territories  with  effect  from  the  1st  July,  1959, 
subject  to  the  addition  of  section  15  to  the  said  Act  vide  s.  3(1)  of  the  West  Bengal 
Transferred  Territories  (Assimilation  of  Laws)  Act,  1958  (West  Ben.  Act  XIX  of  1958). 


